We report on a woman with generalized anxiety disorder who complained of hair loss during treatment with fluoxetine as well as during subsequent treatment with venlafaxine.
Our patient had never experienced hair loss before and had no history of endocrine illness. Her past medical history was significant for cervical cancer treated with radiation therapy in 1978 without recurrence. The SSRIs fluoxetine, 1,2 sertraline, 3 and paroxetine 4 have been reported to cause hair loss in a very small minority of patients. To our knowledge, there has been only 1 report of hair loss associated with venlafaxine therapy, 5 and ours is the first report of hair loss with both fluoxetine and venlafaxine.
